Universitas Katolik Santo Thomas

Repositori Unika Santo Thomas http://eprints.ust.ac.id

Fakultas llmu Budaya (FIB) Undergraduate Papers
Program Studi Sastra Inggris

Tafonao, Wiranda Syahputra
2025

The Use of Emoji and Lexica
Borrowing in Indonesian Socia
Media Hate Speech in Politica
Context : A Critical Discourse Analysis

http://eprints.ust.ac.id/id/eprint/646

Downloaded from Repositori Institusi UST, Universitas Katolik Santo Thomas



THE USE OF EMOJI AND LEXICAL BORROWING IN
INDONESIAN SOCIAL MEDIA HATE SPEECH IN
POLITICAL CONTEXT: A CRITICAL DISCOURSE
ANALYSIS

This undergraduate thesis is submitted as partial fulfillment to obtain
Bachelor Degree at English Department Faculty of Cultural Sciences
Catholic University of Saint Thomas Medan

WIRANDA SYAHPUTRA TAFONAO

210210015

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF CULTURAL SCIENCES
CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF SAINT THOMAS
MEDAN
2025



THE USE OF EMOJI AND LEXICAL BORROWING IN
INDONESIAN SOCIAL MEDIA HATE SPEECH IN
POLITICAL CONTEXT: A CRITICAL DISCOURSE
ANALYSIS

This undergraduate thesis is submitted as partial fulfillment to obtain
Bachelor Degree at English Department Faculty of Cultural Sciences
Catholic University of Saint Thomas Medan

WIRANDA SYAHPUTRA TAFONAO

210210015

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF CULTURAL SCIENCES
CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF SAINT THOMAS
MEDAN
2025






THIS UNDERGRADUATE THESIS HAS BEEN APPROVED AND ASSESSED
BY THE EXAMINING BOARD OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT,
FACULTY OF CULTURAL SCIENCES, CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF SAINT

THOMAS MEDAN ON 27 SEPTEMBER 2025

Based on the Decree of the Dean of the Faculty of Cultural Sciences,
Catholic University of Saint Thomas Medan

Number : 1486/UKS-B.AK/A.40/2024/Tgl. 30/7/2025

Date : 31 July 2025

The Thesis Examining Board
Chairperson : Dr. Karisma E. Tarigan, S.S., M.Hum
Members : 1. Drs. Bonar Gurning, M.Hum

2. Dr. Bertova Simanihuruk., S.S., M.Si

11



AUTHENTICITY STATEMENT

I, the undersigned,
Name : Wiranda Syahputra Tafonao

Place/Date of Birth  : Lawindra, 28 February 2003

Student Number : 210210015
Major : English Department
Faculty . Faculty of Cultural Sciences

solemnly declare that this thesis entitled “The use of Emoji and Lexical
Borrowing in Indonesian Social Media Hate Speech in Political Context” is my
own work, free from plagiarism. Quotations are referenced in accordance with
scientific writing ethics that apply. If it is proven that this thesis contains
plagiarism deemed to have violated the rules, I am willing to accept sanctions for

the act in accordance with the applicable regulations.

Medan, 30 July 2025

Wiranda S. Tafonao

11



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Grateful praise to the Almighty God for His grace and mercy, the writer
has successfully completed the thesis entitled “The Use of Emoji and Lexical
Borrowing in Indonesian Social Media Hate Speech in Political Context: A
Critical Discourse Analysis”. This thesis is submitted as one of the requirements
to obtain a bachelor’s degree in English Department, Faculty of Cultural Sciences,
Catholic University of Saint Thomas Medan.

In this valuable opportunity the writer would like to extend sincere thanks
and utmost appreciation to all parties who have assisted and contributed to the

completion of this thesis:

1. Almighty God that always grant the author wisdom, smooth progress, good
health, strength, and happiness in completing this research;

2. Mrs. Merisia Ndruru and Mr. Satulo Tafonao, as the parents of the researcher.
Thank you for your prayers, love, moral and material support, which are
invaluable. Thank you for always being there until now;

3. Mr. Prof. Dr. Maidin Gultom, S.H., M.Hum, who provided the opportunity
for him to study English at Catholic University of Saint Thomas Medan,;

4. Mr. Dean Drs. Jon Pieter Situmorang, S.S., M.Hum., Ph.D, who facilitated
him throughout the teaching and learning process in English Department,
Faculty of Cultural Sciences;

5. Ms. Head of English Department Dra Rosa. M. Simamora, who motivated

and encourage him to complete his study;

v



10.

11.

12.

Mr. Supervisor Dr. Karisma E. Tarigan, S.S., M.Hum., who imparted
knowledge, advice, time, and guidance that enable him to complete this
thesis;

Mr. Examiners Dr. Bertova Simanihuruk, SS, M.Si and Drs. Bonar Gurning
M.Hum who provided valuable feedback and criticism for the improvement
of this thesis;

All Lecturers of English Department who guided, taught, and shared
knowledge during his academic courses;

All of the writer’s friends in the Parlente’s family; Yansu, Jeje, Jen, Diane.
Miles may separate, but the bond remains unbreakable. All guidance, support,
thoughtful messages, and virtual hangouts mean the world to the writer;

All fellow classmates of English Department, Batch 2021, who provided
assistance and friendship throughout her academic years;

Martin Tafonao, Jaya Tafonao, Meiman Tafonao, Intan Tafonao and Sutri
Tafonao, as the researcher's siblings. Thank you for always being there with
your help, jokes, laughter, support, and motivation that you have give until
now;

Yesika Girsang, Agita Sembiring, Greasi Simarmata, Romaulita Silaban, and
Happy Simamora, as close friends of the researcher during his studies. Thank
you for accompanying the researcher throughout his studies and providing

assistance and support in both good times and bad;



13. Steven Hondro, Anita Laia, Nelis Manao, as the researcher's best friends since
school days until now, who have always been there during times of joy and
sorrow and have been the best partners in the journey of writing this thesis;

14. Last but not least, thank you to the writer himself for not giving up and
continuing to fight no matter what. Thank you for trying your hardest and
being patient in the face of many obstacles and trials. Thank you for staying

strong and willing to persevere until now. You did it, Wir!

The writer hopes that this thesis will be beneficial to the field of English
Department. The writer acknowledges that this thesis is far from perfect.

Therefore, constructive feedback and criticism from readers are welcomed.

Medan, July 2025

The Writer,

Wiranda S. Tafonao

Vi



TABLE OF CONTENTS

APPROVAL SHEET ..o Error! Bookmark not defined.
AUTHENTICITY STATEMENT ..o, v
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ... ..ottt v
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ot vii
LIST OF TABLES ... X
LIST OF FIGURES ..ot X
ABSTRACT ......... o ATV B v M Xi
ABSTRAK.......coccooe ittt i i xii
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION......coiiiiiiiiiiiitiniic it 1
1.1 The Background of the Research ..............ccccoiiiiii i 1
1.2 The Problems of the Research.............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin i 9
1.3 The Objectives of the ReSearch...........c.coovviiiiiiiiiiiiiei e 9
1.4 The Scope of the Research..........ccoccoiiiiiiiii e 9
CHAPTER II CONCEPTS AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK................. 11
2.1 HateSpeecNEu, .. N\ ... 11
2.1.1 Types oEAIGSpeech .. 2 W.......... . G WUBRNY. ...l 12
2.1.2 Emotional Expressions in Hate Speech.............cccccooiiiiiiinicnnnnn 14
2.1.3 Styles of Rhetoric in Hate Speech............ccccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 16
DAV 1 1107 O S et PR 17
2.2.1 FOrms of EMOJi ...ccviiiiiiiiiiiiciic e 18
2.2.2 Function of EMOJIS . .ccviiiiiiiiiiieiic e 20
2.3 English Lexical Borrowing in Indonesian ...........cccoooeiviiiiniiicnieiiiicneens 24
2.3.1 Types of Lexical BOITOWING.........cccovvirieiriiiiiiie e 25
2.4 Social Media in Digital CommuniCation ...........cccervereiriiniiniinieniee e 27
241 X (TWITEET) ettt ettt sttt 28
2.4.2 INSEAZIAM ....ccviiiiiiirieie e 28
243 TIKTOK oo 29
2.5 DiSCOUISE ANALYSIS ...vviviiiiiiiiiiieii et 30

vii



2.5.1 Critical Discourse ANalYSiS ......cueivvieiiieieiiiiieiiiennieessiee e ssnee s 30

2.5.2 Teun A. Van Dijk’s CDA Theory.........cccovvrviiiiiiiiiiieiieie e 31
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ......ccooooviiiiiiiiiiicicre e 39
3.1 Research Method..........ccooiviiiiiiiiiii 39
3.2 Data and Data SOUICE.........ceeiiiiiiiiiieiesiee et 40
3.3 The Techniques of Collecting Data..........cccccecviiiiiiiiiiici 41
3.4 The Techniques of Analyzing Data ..........ccccoveiiiieiiiiieniereee e 42
CHAPTER IV RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS.......ooiiiiiiiieeeeere e 43
4.1 RESULLS ettt 43

4.1.1 Hate Comment Combining EMOJi...........cccovvrviriiiiiiciiieneeseenene 44

4.1.2 Hate Comment Combining Lexical Borrowing ..............cccccevvrnneene 47

4.1.3 Hate Comment Combining Emoji and Lexical Borrowing.............. 51
LA DT (GIELTIN) » o et S O e T . S 54

4.2.1 S&mial Cognijtion.. oue.... ......ilyevereefenreneennrmmmB M 54

422 xétial Contgxt. Na...pl I e B e 57
CHAPTER V CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS ... 60
5.1 CoRclusions .. A....X...ccooeee fumanmoeh oMriisge reseeeesseafloereoflheresesseesssredlensersesneresenssssenenes 60
5.2 Suggestion Rl ... .. ot e I 63
REFERENCES ... oot et esae i e ee s sne s ssssnessnesne s 65
APPENDICES ... b i 70

viii



LIST OF TABLES

Table 2.1: Teun A. van Dijk's Discourse Analysis CONCept.......cccvrvvvrrrirreriiiersrnnennnn. 32
Table 2.2: van Dijk's Discourse Analysis Concept of Text Structure............c.cevvrnnene 33
Table 2.3: van Dijk's Discourse Text Elements.........ccccoovvviiiiiiiiiniiieniiie e 34

Table 4.1: Analysis of the Combination of Lexical Borrowing and Emojis in Hate

Comuments, S e . -.ooovveereenaeneeee M S . 8 .. 43

X



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 2.1: Example of the EMOtICONS........ccccciviiiiiiiiiiiii e 18
Figure 2.2: The first set of 176 emoji in 1999........cccoiiiiiiiiiii e 19
Figure 4.1: Hate Comment from user
@tamasubandi395..............o 44

Figure 4.2: Hate Comment from user @yantihanako .........ccccocoeeiiiiiiieniniiieesinnniens 47
Figure 4.3: Hate Comment from user @unfurrpectly .......ccouvviiiiinniinnininns 51



ABSTRACT

This study investigates hate speech on social media targeting Prabowo’s
administration, focusing on the use of lexical borrowing and emojis. As digital
communication grows more complex, hate comments increasingly rely on both
linguistic and semiotic modes to spread hostile messages. A qualitative approach
was employed using documentation methods through screenshots of hate
comments from Instagram, TikTok, and X. Data were analyzed with Teun A. van
Dijk’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), modified to integrate verbal elements
(lexical borrowing) and non-verbal elements (emojis). Thirty samples were
examined, consisting of comments that combined both elements, or used either
lexical borrowing or emojis separately, and were discussed across microstructure,
macrostructure, and superstructure, as well as within social cognition and social
context dimensions. Findings reveal that lexical borrowing and emojis
systematically construct degrading and provocative texts. At the cognitive level,
they reproduce ideologies such as anti-democracy and dehumanization,
reinforcing negative mental models of targeted groups. At the social level, hate
speech operates as a discursive practice that strengthens power relations, builds
group identity, and exploits digital platform features like anonymity and emojis to
amplify its reach. This study highlights the crucial role of visual symbols and
lexical adaptations in shaping online hate speech, offering new insights into the
dynamics of political discourse in Indonesia’s digital landscape.

Keywords: critical discourse analysis, emoji, hate speech, lexical borrowing,
social media
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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini mengkaji fenomena ujaran kebencian di media sosial yang
menargetkan pemerintahan Prabowo, dengan fokus pada penggunaan kata
pinjaman dan emoji. Seiring meningkatnya kompleksitas komunikasi digital, hate
comment kerap memanfaatkan mode linguistik dan semiotik untuk menyebarkan
pesan kebencian. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan
metode dokumentasi berupa tangkapan layar ujaran kebencian di Instagram,
TikTok, dan X. Data dianalisis menggunakan kerangka Analisis Wacana Kritis
Teun A. van Dijk yang dimodifikasi untuk mengintegrasikan elemen verbal
(peminjaman kata) dan non-verbal (emoji). Sebanyak 30 sampel dianalisis,
mencakup kombinasi maupun penggunaan tunggal kata pinjaman dan emoji,
dengan memperhatikan mikrostruktur, makrostruktur, superstruktur, serta dimensi
kognisi sosial dan konteks sosial. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa kata
pinjaman dan emoji berperan dalam membentuk teks yang merendahkan dan
provokatif. Pada ranah kognisi sosial, keduanya mereproduksi ideologi kebencian
seperti anti-demokrasi dan - dehumanisasi. Dari. sisi - konteks sosial, ujaran
kebencian berfungsi memperkuat relasi kuasa, membangun identitas kelompok,
dan memanfaatkan anonimitas serta fitur platform digital untuk memperluas
pengaruhnya. Temuan ini menegaskan pentingnya simbol visual dan adaptasi
leksikal dalam ujaran kebencian digital, serta memberikan pemahaman baru
tentang dinamika bahasa dalam wacana politik online di Indonesia.

Kata kunci: analisis wacana kritis, emoji, kata pinjaman, media social, ujaran
kebencian
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