Universitas Katolik Santo Thomas

Repositori Unika Santo Thomas http://eprints.ust.ac.id

Fakultas llmu Budaya (FIB) Undergraduate Papers
Program Studi Sastra Inggris

Purba, Lidya Febiola
2025

A Semantic Analysis of Connotative
Meaning in “Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland”

http://eprints.ust.ac.id/id/eprint/340

Downloaded from Repositori Institusi UST, Universitas Katolik Santo Thomas









i

/i




THIS UNDERGRADUATE THESIS HAS BEEN APPROVED AND ASSESSED
BY THE EXAMINING BOARD OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT,
FACULTY OF CULTURAL SCIENCES, CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF SAINT
THOMAS MEDAN ON 26 JUNE 2025

Based on the Decree of the Dean of the Faculty of Cultural Sciences,
Catholic University of Saint Thomas Medan
Number : 1021/UKS-B.Ak/A.40/2025

Date : 6 MEI 2025

The Thesis Examining Board
Chairperson : Drs. Jon Piter Situmorang.,SS.,M.Hum,ph.D
Members : 1. Dr. Bertova Simanihuruk., S.S., M.Si

2. Dr. Bonar Gurning, M.Hum



AUTHENTICITY STATEMENT

I, the undersigned,

Name : Lidya Febiola Purba
Place/Date of Birth : Medan/29 September 2002
Student Number : 200210004

Major : English Department

Faculty : Faculty Of Cultural Sciences

Solemnly declare that this thesis entitled A Semantic Analysis Of
Connotative Meaning In “Alice's Adventures In Wonderland” is my own
work, free from plagiarism. Quotations are referenced in accordance with
scientific writing ethics that apply. If it is proven that this thesis contains
plagiarism deemed to have violated the rules, I am willing to accept sanctions for
the act in-accordance with the applicable regulations.

Medan, 24 June 2025

Lidya Febiola Purba



ABSTRACT

Language plays a central role in communication, and its meaning
especially connotative meaning adds emotional and cultural depth to texts. This
study employs qualitative narrative research using Geoffrey Leech’s theory of
connotative meaning to analyze Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland. Through semantic analysis, the study identifies how emotional
associations, cultural norms, and subjective interpretations shape the narrative’s
deeper meanings. The analysis is based on a close reading of Lewis Carroll’s
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, focusing on words, phrases, and dialogues
with connotative meaning. These elements are identified and categorized into
emotional, cultural, and subjective types. The study applies Geoffrey Leech’s
theory of connotation to understand how Carroll’s language choices enhance the
novel’s literary depth. The research "identified 75 connotative expressions,
classified into three categories: 25 data on emotional associations, 25 on cultural
and societal influences, and 25 on subjectivity in meaning. These were conveyed
through 33 phrases and 42 clauses, with clauses particularly dominant in
subjective interpretations. This breakdown reveals how Carroll uses both compact
and complex grammatical forms to encode emotional depth and cultural
reflection. In conclusion, the use of connotative meaning in the novel enhances
emotional engagement and reveals hidden layers of interpretation. It shows how
Carroll’s language choices shape readers’ understanding of identity, culture, and
psychological complexity in the story.

Keywords: semantic analysis; connotative meaning; literary linguistics.



ABSTRAK

Bahasa memainkan peran sentral dalam komunikasi, dan maknanya—
terutama makna konotatif—menambahkan kedalaman emosional dan budaya
dalam teks. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode penelitian naratif kualitatif
dengan mengacu pada teori makna konotatif dari Geoffrey Leech untuk
menganalisis novel Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland karya Lewis Carroll.
Melalui analisis semantik, penelitian ini mengidentifikasi bagaimana asosiasi
emosional, norma budaya, dan interpretasi subjektif membentuk makna yang
lebih dalam dalam narasi. Analisis ini dilakukan dengan membaca cermat novel
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland karya Lewis Carroll, berfokus pada kata,
frasa, dan dialog yang mengandung makna konotatif. Unsur-unsur bahasa
tersebut diidentifikasi dan diklasifikasikan ke dalam kategori emosional, budaya,
dan subjektif. Penelitian ini menggunakan teori makna konotatif dari Geoffrey
Leech untuk memahami bagaimana pilihan bahasa Carroll memperkaya
kedalaman sastra dalam novel tersebut. Penelitian ini menemukan 75 ekspresi
konotatif yang diklasifikasikan ke dalam tiga kategori: 25 data tentang asosiasi
emosional, 25 tentang pengaruh budaya dan sosial, serta 25 tentang subjektivitas
makna. Ekspresi ini disampaikan melalui 33 frasa dan 42 klausa, di mana klausa
secara khusus dominan dalam interpretasi subjektif. Rincian ini menunjukkan
bagaimana Carroll menggunakan bentuk gramatikal yang ringkas maupun
kompleks untuk menyampaikan kedalaman emosional dan refleksi budaya.
Kesimpulannya, penggunaan makna konotatif dalam novel ini meningkatkan
keterlibatan emosional dan mengungkap lapisan makna tersembunyi. Hal ini
menunjukkan bagaimana pilihan bahasa Carroll membentuk pemahaman
pembaca tentang identitas, budaya, dan kompleksitas psikologis dalam cerita.

Kata kunci: analisis semantik; makna konotatif; linguistik sastra.

Vi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Grateful praise to the Almaighty God for His grace and mercy, the writer
has successfully completed the thesis entitled A Semantic Analysis of
Connotative Meaning In “Alice's Adventures In Wonderland”. This thesis is
submitted as one of the requirements to obtain a bachelor’s degree in English
Department, Faculty of Cultural Sciences, Chatolic University of Saint Thomas
Medan,

In this valuable opportunity, the writer would like to extend sincere thanks
and utmost appreciation to all parties who have assisted and contributed to the
completion of this thesis:

1. Prof. Dr. Maidin Gultom, S.H. M.Hum, as the Rector who provided the
opportunity for her to study English at Catholic University of Saint
Thomas Medan;

2. Drs. Jon Piter Situmorang, SS., M.Hum, Ph.D, as the Dean, who facilitated
all her undergraduate academic activities and learning process in English
Department, Faculty of Cultural Sciences;

3. Dra. Rosa Maria Simamora, M.Hum, as the Head of English Department,
who have patiently and sincerely provided guidance, knowledge,
motivation direction, as well as moral and academic support that has been
very meaningful for me, from the beginning of my studies until the

completion of this thesis;

vii



Drs. Jon Piter Situmorang, SS., M.Hum, Ph.D, as the Supervisor, who
imparted knowledge, advice, time, and guidance that enabled him/her to
complete this thesis;

Dr. Bertova Simanihuruk., S.S., M.Si and Dr. Bonar Gurning, M.Hum, as
the Examiners, who provided valuable feedback and criticism for the
improvement of this thesis;

. All Mr./Ms. Lecturers of English Department who guided, taught, and
shared knowledge during her academic courses;

. All Mr./Ms. Administrative Staff of the Faculty of Cultural Sciences who
supported the completion of her study;

. To all her classmates in the 2020 English Literature Class especially the
three of you, Ayu, Ignez, and Fari (Trip Girl), thank you for the endless
laughter, colorful class drama, and the struggles we shared facing
lecturers, assignments, and deadlines throughout our college years.
Yolanda and Adolf, thank you too for being part of this unforgettable
journey. May we all be successful in this world and the hereafter, and
always be surrounded by good people.

My sincere gratitude goes to her dearest parents, the late Jon Tua Purba,
whose memory remains a guiding light in my life, and Sinondang
Sibarani, whose unconditional love, strength, and prayers have carried me
through. 1 am also deeply thankful to my beloved brothers, Ricky
Seprianto Purba and Reza Syahputra Purba, for their unwavering support,

encouragement, and constant presence throughout this journey. This

viii



achievement would not have been possible without their love and belief in

the writer.

The writer hopes that this thesis will be beneficial to the field of English
Department. She acknowledges that this thesis is far from perfect. Therefore,

constructive feedback and criticism from readers are welcomed.

Medan, 23 June 2025

The Writer,

Lidya Febiola Purba
Reg. No. 200210004



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INSIDE COVER ...ttt bbbttt i
APPROVAL SHEET ..ottt i
AUTHENTICITY STATEMENT ..ottt s iv
ABSTRACT <.ttt ettt e et e et et et e reereenaeneas %
ABSTRAK ettt ns Vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..ottt vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ottt sttt X
CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION ccutiitiittiteeiecieieiesie e it nn s 1
1.1 Background of the StUAY .........ccoceiirsiiriinenree s 1

1.2 Problems of the StUY ..........ccovviiiiii i 5

1.3 ODbjectives 0f the STUAY ........ccveiieiiiie et 5

1.4 SCOPE OF the STUAY ....ocvveeeeii it 5

15 Methdd of the Study..... ol s g e i s 5
LS Sourge’of thesRgta ... [.]..... e 52 e, 6

1.5.2 Technique of Collecting Data.............cccvreriniiinsisnec e 6

1.5.3 Technique of Analyzing Data............cccccoevveieiiiivien e 7
CHAPTER Il THEORETICAL BACKGROUND.........coovveiiiiiiiece e, 9
2.1 mddeaning.......J....oods o 0L LN 00 g 9
2.2 " Types of Megdning=i@a.. o Koo cfll o b B, 10
2.2.1 Conceptual MEANING.......ceeiueieieiiiiiiii e 10

2.2.2 ConNnotative MEaNING .....c...vievveiieieeiriie e ieee s se e sree e 11

2.2.3 SOCIAl MEANING .....coitiiiiiiei ettt st st 11

2.2.4 Affective Meaning .l it sdenseesie st se e 11

2.2.5 Reflected MEaNING........ccoveiiirieiiiesitaesiieieiee e 12

2.2.6 Collocative Meaning.........cccccoveiveiieeiiisiie e see e 12

2.2.7 Thematic/MEamiRg. .|| @@ S .ol 12

2.3 Characteristic of Connotative Meaning ........c.ccocvevveveriereienesieniaennens 13
2.3.1 Emotional ASSOCIAtIONS ......veevverrveiiieieaiesieeie et 14

2.3.2 Cultural and Societal INFIUENCES.........ccoviiviieiiiie s 15

2.3.3 Subjectivity IN MEANING.......ccviriiriiiriiiaie e 16
CHAPTER 11 ANALYSIS OF DATA .o 18
3.1 EmOotional ASSOCIAtIONS..........oiiiiiieieienie s 18
3.2 Cultural and Societal INflUENCES .........coviiiiiiii 29
3.3 Subjectivity in MEaNING ......c.cccverieiieseee e 39
CHAPTER IV CONCLUSION......ccotiiiieieiesie e 51
BIBLIOGRAPHY ..ottt 53
APPENDIX ...ttt bbbttt bbbt 54



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Bagha, K. N. (2011). A short introduction to semantics. Journal of Language
Teaching and Research, 2(6), 1411-1419.
https://doi.org/10.4304/jltr.2.6.1411-1419

Carroll, L. (2024). Alice's Adventures in Wonderland (9th ed.). Gramedia Pustaka
Utama. (Original work republished in Indonesia in 2018)

Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2018). Qualitative inquiry and research design:
Choosing among five approaches (4th ed.). Sage Publications.

Jayanti, D., Asridayani , & Afrilesa , R. (2019). A Connotative Meaning Analysis
of Journalistic Language on Tribunnews Online.com (Political Issues).
Krinok , 4(1), 1-12. https://doi.org/10.31539/krinok.v4i1.252

Lahay, SJ, Kumala, SA, & Manggarani , Z. (2023). Meaning in language: A
contemporary philosophical review . Linguistics, English Education and
Arts (LEEA) Journal, 7 (1), 32-47. https://doi.org/10.31539/leea.v7i1.1366

Leech, G. N. (1981). Semantics: The Study of Meaning (2nd ed.). Penguin Books.

Mogbel, M.S.S. (2023). Logic of nonsense and pragmatics of language used in
Lewis Carroll's Alice's Adventures in Wonderland . ELS Journal on
Interdisciplinary = Studies in  Humanities, =~ 6  (4), 802-8009.
https://doi.org/10.34050/elsjish.v6i4.31300

Nordquist, R. (2018, August 2). Meaning semantics. ThoughtCo.

Ogden, C. K., & Richards, I. A. (1923). The meaning of meaning (1st ed.). A
Harvest Book. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.cttlcqdvvm.6

Prihantini, A. (2015). Majas, idiom dan peribahasa Indonesia. Bentang Pustaka.
Pardede, H. (2016). Semantics: A view logic of language. FKIP UHN.

Rice, A., & Torrence, E. (2018). "Shutting up like a telescope": Lewis Carroll’s
“curious” condensation method for evaluating determinants. The College
Mathematics Journal, 38(2), 85-95.

53



