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ABSTRACT

Simamora, Binaria Juliana. 2025 The Effect Of Applying Think-Pair-Share
On The Students’ Reading Comprehension In Descriptive Text At Viii Grade
Students Of Smp Negeri 32 Medan

This study investigates the effect of applying the Think-Pair-Share (TPS) strategy
on students’ reading comprehension of descriptive texts among eighth-grade
students at SMP Negeri 32 Medan. The research was motivated by observations
that students struggled with reading comprehension due to monotonous teaching
methods that lacked student engagement. Using an experimental design, the study
involved two groups: the experimental group was taught using the TPS strategy,
while the control group received conventional instruction. Both groups completed
a pre-test and post-test comprising multiple-choice questions focused on
descriptive texts. The results revealed a significant improvement in the reading
comprehension scores of students in the experimental group. The mean score of
the experimental group increased from 48.5 in the pre-test to 78.625 in the post-
test, whereas the control group showed only a slight improvement, from 56.25 to
58.75. Statistical analysis using a paired sample t-test confirmed the effectiveness
of the TPS strategy in enhancing students’ reading comprehension. These findings
suggest that the TPS strategy is a beneficial approach for improving student
engagement and comprehension in reading, particularly for descriptive texts.
Keywords: Think-Pair-Share, Reading Comprehension, Descriptive Text,
Experimental Study, Cooperative Learning
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Background of the Study

English is an international language used for daily communication as well as
in the academic field. Formally, it is taught as a foreign language schools, starting
from junior high school to university levels, in Indonesia English is a compulsory
subject and is included in the subjects tasted in the national examination.
However, the use of English in students’ daily lives remains limited due to the
dominace of their first language. This makes the process of learning and teaching
English more challenging.

In learning English, there are four main skills that must be mastered: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. From these fourth skills, reading is one important
in language. Reading enables writers and readers to communicate using written
material. It is a process of understanding the content of a text that eventually leads
to the development of language skills. Reading has two goals: to spell the words
in a written text and to understand the meaning of the text.

According to Snow (2002), conceptualizes reading comprehension as a
dynamic process that involves both extracting and constructing meaning through
active engagement with writtern text. This definition emphasizes that
comprehension is not merely passive reception of information, but rather an
intractive process where readers must simultaneously decode text while building
meaning. In essence, effective reading comprehension requires readers to form

connections between the textual content and their existing knowledge
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