
Universitas Katolik Santo Thomas 

Repositori Unika Santo Thomas   http://eprints.ust.ac.id 

Fakultas Ilmu Budaya (FIB)    Undergraduate Papers 
Program Studi Sastra Inggris 
 

 

Sinaga, Femenana 

2023 
 

Language Variations Based on Social 

Structure : a Case Study in Toba Batak 

Marriage 
 

 

http://eprints.ust.ac.id/id/eprint/93 

Downloaded from Repositori Institusi UST, Universitas Katolik Santo Thomas 



 
 

i 
 



 
 

ii 
 

 



 
 

iii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

First of all, I would like to thank God Almighty for his blessing, so that I was 

finally able to finish writing this thesis. This thesis is intended to fulfill one of the 

requirements for the Sarjana Degree at the Faculty of Letters of Catholic University 

of St. Thomas Medan. 

Then I would like to thank my consultant, Drs. J.P. Situmorang, S.S., M,Hum., 

Ph.D. for his generous encouragement, time, guidance, knowledge, and patience until 

this thesis comes into its present form. An unbounded gratitude is also due to Drs. B. 

Gurning, M,Hum, and Dra. R.M Simamora, M,Hum, as my examiners for their 

valuable criticisms and suggestions. Also, I want to thank Drs. B. Gurning, M,Hum, 

as Head of Study Program and Dr. Zakarias Situmorang  as Dean of Faculty of 

Cultural Sciences of St. Thomas. And also to all lecturers and administrative staff, for 

their helps during the years of my study at this faculty. 

My special thanks go to Mr. J. Sinaga and T. Limbong, my beloved parents, 

who have given me great support, prayer, and encouragement. Then to Franata 

Sinaga, my beloved brother, and Fitri Wanti Sinaga, Febri Meliana Sinaga, my 

beloved sisters, for their support, prayer, and love that is precious and worthy for me. 

Then, I am very grateful to my classmates, who have accompanied me 

throughout the years of study in this faculty and through many things together. And I 

also thank my friends, whom I cannot mention one by one who provided support and 

encouragement to me while writing this thesis. 



 
 

iv 
 

This thesis is still far from being perfect, both in terms of material and 

presentation. Therefore, I welcome any suggestions and constructive criticisms for 

the better improvement of this thesis. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Medan, Juli 2023 

The Writer, 

 

 

Femenana Sinaga 

190210004 



 
 

v 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .............................................................................  i 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  ................................................................................  iii 

ABSTRACT   ..................................................................................................           v 

CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION ....................................................................  1 

    1.1 The Background of the Study ...........................................  1 

    1.2 The Problems of the Study ...............................................  7 

    1.3 The Objectives of the Study .............................................  7 

    1.4 The Scope of the Study .....................................................  7 

    1.5 The Method of the Study ..................................................  8 

                                1.5.1 The Source of the Data  ...........................................  8 

          1.5.2 The Way of Collecting the Data  .............................  8 

                                1.5.3 The Way of Analyzing the Data..............................  8 

    1.6 The Organization of the Thesis  .......................................  9 

CHAPTER II : THEORETICAL BACKGROUND ........................................  10 

    2.1 Language and Language Variation ...................................  10 

    2.2 Social Factors Affecting Language Variation ..................  14 

          2.2.1 Regional  ..................................................................  14 

          2.2.2 Gender .....................................................................  18 

          2.2.3 Ethnicity ..................................................................  21 

          2.2.4 Social Structure .......................................................  22 

   2.3 Social Structure in Toba Batak : Dalihan Na Tolu ..........  24 

     2.3.1 Hula-hula .................................................................  25 

     2.3.2 Dongan Tubu ...........................................................  27 

     2.3.3 Boru .........................................................................  28 



 
 

vi 
 

   2.4 Umpasa .............................................................................  34   

    2.5 Social Properties in Cultural Ceremonies of Batak Toba .  37 

     2.5.1 Ulos .........................................................................  37 

     2.5.2 Dekke or Goldfish ...................................................  38 

     2.5.3 Tudu-tudu Ni Si Panganon ......................................  39 

CHAPTER III : ANALYSIS OF DATA .........................................................  41 

    3.1 Language Characteristics of Hula-Hula as Reflected in Their  

          Umpasa .............................................................................  41 

    3.2 Language Characteristics of ............................................. ̀  Dongan 

Tubu as Reflected in  

          Their Umpasa ...................................................................  54 

    3.3 Language Characteristics of Boru as Reflected in Their  

          Umpasa .............................................................................  61 

CHAPTER IV : CONCLUSIONS ...................................................................  70 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................................................................................  72 

APPENDIX  .....................................................................................................  74 

 

  



 
 

vii 
 

Sinaga, Femenana. 2023. LANGUAGE VARIATIONS BASED ON SOCIAL 

STRUCTURE : A CASE STUDY IN TOBA BATAK MARRIAGE. A Thesis : 

Faculty of Cultural Sciences, Catholic University of St. Thomas, North Sumatera 

Medan. 

 

ABSTRACT 

Language variations refer to regional, social, or contextual differences in the 

ways that a particular language is used. Every society or ethnic group has its own 

language patterns and rules that differ from other societies or groups. This thesis 

focuses on the appearance of language variation in the Batak Toba community based 

on social structure. Language variations that appear in the Batak Toba community are 

the result of the existence of a social structure in the Batak Toba, known as Dalihan 

Na Tolu. This thesis will explain why hula-hula, dongan tubu, and boru do not speak 

in the same way, especially in use of umpasa.  

Umpasa is a Toba Batak poem consisting of two, three, four or more arrays that 

can be compared with karmina, ordinary verses, and talibun types in old Indonesian 

Literature. Umpasa is a form of expression of thoughts and feelings of the Toba 

Batak people that always appears in various events of community life including 

joyful or sad events and big or small events.They have different language 

characteristics. Boru will not be able to use the language characteristic used by hula-

hula or dongan tubu, and vice versa. 

From some of the speech samples that I have analyzed, there are 29 verses 

spoken by hula-hula, which contain the giving of blessings, 16 verses spoken by 

dongan tubu, which show cooperation or show a connection and unity with each 

other, and 16 verses spoken by boru, which are respectful, and humble. If the verses 

used contain blessings, it is certain that the verses come from hula-hula. If the content 

of the verses used cooperation or shows a connection and unity with each other, it is 

certain that the verses are used by fellow dongan tubu. If the verses used are 

respectful and humble, it is certain that the verses come from boru. 

 

Keywords: umpasa, social structure, Dalihan Na Tolu. 
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